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Introduced to Humboldt Bay from Chile ca. 1850 

Mistaken for S. foliosa until 1980s 

Invaded worldwide (NA, Europe, Morocco) 

Wide latitude of habitats 



What did it displace?
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•Germination probably contributes little 
to maintenance of S. densiflora in 
undisturbed marshes…establishment? 

•Seedling recruitment on bare areas 
(often from wrack deposition) during 
periods of high freshwater influence 

Static Invasion? 

•Expanding primarily in disturbed 
(wrack) and restored areas 

Kittlelson and Boyd 1997: 









Competitive advantages 



2,000 viable seeds per 
plant (Kittleson and 
Boyd 1997) 

Higher seed production 
and viability than other 
Spartina spp. 









 

Frequency of 
Spartina densiflora 
at Mad River Slough 
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HIGH MARSHES AND OTHER HABITATS
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WHERE IS IT GOING? 









Mad River Estuary
 




